Why Oval Track Racing?
Oval Track Racing is one of the few forms of motorsport in which the spectator gets to watch all the action all the time. Dirt/Tar Oval, specifically, is constant sideways action which is tricky, spectacular and requires exceptional driving skill. Dirt/Tar Oval is affordable, adrenalin-pumping form of motorsport which caters for a huge variety of motorsport enthusiasts.

Which Club?

Dirt/Tar Oval Clubs in South Africa are plentiful, but the only clubs worth belonging to are the MSA-Affiliated clubs and you can download a club list from the MSA website.

Sponsorship Opportunities:

Dirt/Tar Oval Track Racing is an excellent form of motorsport for sponsors to get involved with. The reason for this is that the racing action can be seen all the time, so the sponsor’s display material on the cars is never out of sight. Also, competitors do not expect exorbitant sponsorships, and will be happy with a set of tyres or assistance towards fuel, etc. Dirt/Tar Oval is also well-known for the crowds it attracts.  Unlike many other forms of sport, Dirt/Tar Oval always attracts large crowds, and not only at large events such as National Championships, etc. 
These facts make marketing yourself as a driver a bit less stressful – you have the facts to back you up.

Which Class?
Dirt/Tar Oval has many different classes to cater for different age-groups and different budgets. Children who are starting out can race in the Junior Stocks or Mini classes, which are both VERY affordable for anybody’s budget, as the cars are virtually stock-standard. One step up would be the 1660 class, which is basically a “tin-top” car (a street car, with all the unnecessary weight removed – and some safety features fitted, such as roll-cages, racing seats, etc). The 1660 class is highly competitive and action-packed, and usually enjoys plenty of entries, from newcomers to old-hands. Originally this class was intended to be a stepping-stone from the junior classes to the Modified or Hotrod classes, but many drivers are hooked and have never moved on. The Modified Class is essentially either a tin-top, semi-space frame or full space-frame car with an engine capacity of 2100cc maximum. This class is very fast and competitive, and slightly more expensive to compete in, but it’s well worth being part of this action. The Hotrod class has been split into Hotrods and Super-Hotrods, although almost every track in South Africa has kept them as one class, with the split only happening during the National Championships. The Hotrods have a maximum engine capacity of 2450cc (8-Valve), 2700cc (Multi-Valve) or Rotary-powered (cc’s of the Rotary engine is a huge debate not to be entered into here ;-). The Hotrods are a huge crowd-pleaser, and racing is in this class is as competitive as it gets. The cars are loud, sideways, flame-spitting and constantly pushed to the limits. The v8’s are sometimes split into Classic V8’s and Modified V8’s, but they mostly race together. The Classic V8’s are more affordable than the Modified V8’s or American Saloons, but both are very impressive in sound, looks and performance. The V8 class has recently seen the introduction of new chassis technology, and has become faster and more competitive than ever. The V8’s are just as impressive as they were back in the good ol’ days. Midgets and Super-Midgets are the fastest cars to “circle the island”, and are always a huge attraction. Midgets are more affordable than Super-Midgets, and also require excellent driving skill due to their narrower tyres. Dirt Oval even caters for Quads, which are also split into Standard Quads and Modified Quads. So…it doesn’t matter what your budget is, or what form of racing you prefer, Dirt/Tar Oval caters for you.
Where do I Start?
Start by (1) joining one of the MSA Affiliated clubs (fees vary from R100/annum to R300/annum), (2) attend one of the club’s meetings, (3) the committee will give you a proof of membership letter, and guide you through the process of obtaining your licence from MSA. Now you need to learn your rules, prep your car, and start your engine….it’s time to race!!

Dirt/Tar Oval Track Racing is, arguably, the most exciting and affordable form of motorsport in South Africa, which is enjoyed by over 450 competitors and thousands of spectators alike. Get your piece of the action by getting in touch with one of the clubs today. 

