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MSA NATIONAL HISTORIC CIRCULAR 1 OF 2020 

 
 

The following Circular serves as a clarification of the National Technical Regulations for the 
Pre 1990 Historic Touring Cars.  
 
 
PREAMBLE: 
The HMC adopted the presented Pre-90 Historic Touring Car regulations at the last commission 
meeting (August 2019) in their entirety without any changes to such submitted Pre-90 regulations. 
These regulations were made effective nationally as from 01 January 2020 for use throughout South 
Africa by all participating historic clubs.  
 

ELIGIBILITY: 
As per clause 6 of the Pre-90 regulations, “The responsibility to prove eligibility is that of the entrant 
at all times”. 
 

ENGINES PERMITTED WITHIN PRE-90: 
As per Pre-90 regulation clause 3.2 ‘The original standard production cylinder block for the model 
must be used. It must be a period correct manufactured block’. 
 
ENGINE PERMISSIONS AFFORDED: 
As per Pre-90 clause 3.17 ‘All other engine components are free. Engine capacity may be increased 
within the confines of the manufacturers original production engine block’.  
 
ENGINE TRANSGRESSIONS OBSERVED: 
During the HTP inspections performed in the Western Cape on 11th January 2020, certain competitors 
competing within the Pre-90 category with Volkswagen MkII Golf and Jetta models were observed to 
have been using non period engine blocks.   
 
ENGINE MODELS PERMITTED FOR THE PERIOD: 
The Volkswagen period correct engines were all commonly known as being from either the EA111 or 
the EA827 family range.  Engines were available in 1.0L, 1.3L, 1.6L and 1,8L.  
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In 1989 a 2.0L version was also made available. (Jetta).  The 2.0L engine block code designated by the 
manufacturer was the 9A block.  The 1989 engine was still denoted as being of the short block type 
measuring 220mm in block height. 

 



 

 

 3 

In the case of the 2.0L engine, this was often referred to as the ‘stroker’ engine with the following 
internal dimensions – Bore 82.5, stroke 92.8, 1984cc: 

 

ENGINE BLOCKS POST 1989: 

Volkswagen engine blocks manufactured post 1989 were later designed to be of the tall (aka long) 
block type and although still designated as the 9A block up and until 1995, such blocks by then 
measured 236mm in block height.  These 9A engine blocks post 1989 are therefore not from within 
the period ending 31 December 1989 and were not the manufacturers period correct original 
standard production cylinder block as is the regulation requirement for Pre-90 Historic Touring Cars. 
(Refer to 3.2) 

 

 

NON-PERIOD ENGINE BLOCKS: 

The following listed 2.0L Volkswagen engine block codes (among other 2.0L engine blocks not listed 
here) were not available from within the period yet are also mistakenly and incorrectly used as a 
replacement for the period engine block with competitors often incorrectly reasoning that the bore 
and stroke dimension are still the same as the period correct and eligible short block 9A engine 
(220mm) which was available from within the period ending 31 December 1989.  
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ENGINE BLOCK ELIGIBILITY PER MODEL: 
Although the specific regulation wording regarding the engine block also clearly states within the Pre-
90 engine rule that it must be the ‘original standard production cylinder block for the model’, e.g. 
Golf, Jetta, Passat, this is not being enforced and may have to be further deliberated upon in future if 
so deemed necessary. 
 
PERMISSIONS NOT GRANTED: 
As per the written Pre-90 permission clarification, Any aspect of a car not detailed as permitted is 
deemed not to be permitted. (Refer GCR 226).  Effectively, in the absence of any permission being 
granted to use a non-period block for the model, such is not permitted. 
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ENGINE BLOCKS NOT ELIGIBLE UNDER PRE-90 
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