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 Why the interest?  

 Setting the context  

• Internationally  

• In South Africa 

 A sustainability model 

 Some sustainability scenarios  

 

OVERVIEW  
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 ‘Rotating the Cube - Environmental Strategies for 

the 1990s’ 

 Several environmental Outlooks where the picture 

on water is bleak 

 An apparent disjuncture between the information 

that is out there and a sense of concern  

 No sense of urgency 

 The hydro-illogical cycle 

 A dire need for, but no sense of minimalism – 

‘mms versus kms’ 

 An earnest and sincere desire to be proven wrong.  

WHY THE INTEREST?  
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WHY THE INTEREST  
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THE HYDRO-ILLOGICAL CYCLE 
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SETTING THE CONTEXT 







© SE Solutions 2014 

 30th driest country in the world – but less water 

per capita than drier countries; 

 16 consecutive years of above average rainfall in 

summer rainfall regions 

 10 billion m3 of water with 98% assurance of 

supply 

 Mean annual runoff of 49 billion m3 – 25% 

required for ecological reserve 

 Non-revenue water at between 35% and 50% - 

water use not metered by agriculture 

 50% of our water comes from 8% of the land.  

CONTEXT (NWRS2)  
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CONTEXT 
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CONTEXT (NWRS2)  
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A SUSTAINABILITY MODEL 
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SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL 
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CONCLUDING COMMENTS 

 We don’t have the time 

 The climate change dichotomy 

 Agriculture a sacred cow (chicken, maize, wheat, 

sorghum, barley, fruit etc.) 

 Got to stop the wastage as an immediate priority  

 Got to protect the ecological reserve  

 Got to change our paradigms.   
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