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Mfunzi welc01.nes elite status for
Nedbank Runified 50km race |

Vuyokazi Nkanjenl

Nelson Mandela Bay's top

woman road runner,

Ntombesintu Mfunzi, believes

there will be an extra push on

race day now that the Ned-
bank Runified Breaking Barri-
ers 50km race has been given
| elite status by World Athletics.
' The race returns to Nelson
| Mandela Bay on March 6 and
j v\fill also be shown live to tele-
| vision viewers around the
| world.
| Earlier this year, it was an-
| nounced that World Athletics
(WA) had not only officially
recognised the two world
50km records set at the 2021
Nedbank Runified Breaking
Barriers 50km, but also award-
ed the event a WA label.

This has made the race the
first and only ultra-marathon
event in the world to be up-
graded to elite label status with
only a year of existence.

Mfunn, 40, who celebrated
18 years of running last year,
said she was excited to be tak-
ing part in the event.

“The fact that it has been
given this label qualifies it as
one of the biggest races in SA
and the competition will be
tough now,” she said.

“] am excited this year and
the other thing that has got me
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of make a mark.

“They can focus on g Specific
compentlon

ensure that we are closely
aligned in both our processes
and approach.”
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eight categories will be recog- \
nised.

“So I thought it could be a
wonderful thing if I get my
name up there.

“On the day, if my body is
up to it, | am going to try to
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push and win in my age group.
“My preparation for the race | captain’si
has been going well so far. side to vic
“] am really looking forward | der-19 Me
to race day.” Cupon Tt
Race director Nick Bester Brevis
said he was also excited that the final 1
the marathon was now ranked | Ugandat
by World Athletics as an elite Trinidad,
label event, which putitonpar | sponse tc
with many of the world'’s B defeat :
biggest city marathons. Havir
“Not only that, but we are use of th
the first and only ultra- pitch, th
marathon in the world to stutterec
achieve this recognition. Ethan-jc
“We have had such greatin- | and Vali
terest from some world-class the pow
marathon runners outside SA That
who will add more excitement | crease,\
to the field,” he said. named
“NB Sport Promotions is build o1
proud to say that it has signed ment-0
a three-year deal together He ¢
with the Nelson Mandela Bay footbo
municipality to keep the event | ondan
in Ggeberha from 2022 to and pu
2024" Yunust
Bester said he was happy sixint
that the event had found a sta- Bre
ble home for the next three skippe
years. play o
The prize money will also pair
be increased as World Athletics | thela
requires certain criteria when it Fahad
comes to the awarding of prize | three.
moneyforevents that hold an Br
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